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Playhouse Jr. Opens 60th Season with world premiere of
The Gift of the Pirate Queen
 
Pittsburgh – Tammy Ryan’s world premiere stage adaptation of The Gift of the Pirate Queen will open Playhouse Jr.’s sixtieth season on Dec. 11.   Based on the children’s novel by two-time Newbery Honor-winning author Patricia Reilly Giff, The Gift of the Pirate Queen runs Dec. 11 – 21 on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m. at the Pittsburgh Playhouse in Oakland; Sheila McKenna directs.

The Gift of the Pirate Queen is the story of a young girl with big responsibilities. After the tragic death of her mother, it became Grace’s job to take care of her father and diabetic sister, in addition to her difficulties with her teacher at school.  But when her father asks his Irish cousin Fiona to stay with them and help out for the holidays, Grace has a hard time adjusting to the new woman of the house. It’s not until Fiona tells Grace about her resemblance to her ancestor, the great pirate queen Grania O’Malley, that they begin to bond. Through Fiona’s stories and songs of Grania’s bravery and noble heart Grace finds the courage to not only become a hero to her sister but to face her greatest fears as well. This charming story of ancestral strength, honesty, family ties and learning to move on in life is sure to touch the hearts of audiences of all ages.

Acclaimed Pittsburgh playwright Tammy Ryan will be at Joseph Beth Booksellers at South Side Works on Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. for a special program presented in conjunction with the show. 
 
The Gift of the Pirate Queen will be performed in the Rauh Theatre at the Pittsburgh Playhouse on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m.  Tickets are $7 and can be purchased by calling the Pittsburgh Playhouse box office at 412-621-4445 or online at www.pittsburghplayhouse.com.   
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