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Playhouse Jr. Celebrates 60th Season with Two Shows in May
Pittsburgh – Playhouse Jr., the children’s theatre company of Point Park University’s Conservatory of Performing Arts, is proud to celebrate its 60th season with two spectacular shows this May.  The musical adaptation of the classic children’s tale Charlotte’s Web, adapted by Joseph Robinette with music and lyrics by Charles Strouse and directed by Rodger D. Henderson, plays on the Rockwell Theater stage May 8 – 24, 2009.  The world premiere of the charming fairytale Five Children and It, based on the novel by E. Nesbit and directed and written by local playwright Yoli, will be performed May 8-24, 2009 on the Rauh Stage, both located at the Pittsburgh Playhouse, the performing arts center of Point Park University.  Fieldtrip performances are scheduled for both productions (see below). 

Playhouse Jr. is planning a special opening weekend to commemorate its 60th season.  All tickets for the Friday, May 8 evening performance (7 p.m. curtain) are being sold for 60 cents.  In addition, Dunkin’ Donuts is sponsoring a birthday celebration to kick-off the May performances that same evening.  All children will receive Dunkin’ Donuts Munchkins after that evening’s performances.  On Saturday, May 9 and Sunday, May 10, all mothers and grandmothers will receive a free ticket with the purchase of a child’s ticket in honor of Mother’s Day.

“Be careful what you wish for” is the theme of Yoli’s Five Children and It. When Jane, Robert, Anthea, and Cyril stumble upon a sand fairy named Psammead, their first thought is only of themselves.  After all, who wouldn't want pockets full of gold or to swordfight with a real knight?  But they quickly learn that their actions may have more consequences than they originally thought.  This story of the conflict between a world of magic and make-believe and a world of responsibility is much more than the simple tale of learning to think before you speak.   E. Nesbit’s novel is the first in a trilogy expanded from a series of stories first published in Strand Magazine in 1900. It was adapted by the BBC into a six-part series in 1991, as well as the 2004 film adaptation directed by John Stephenson starring Freddie Highmore of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

Charlotte's Web – the musical is a beautiful tale of friendship set in motion when Fern saves the runt of the litter, a piglet she names Wilbur. Wishing to avoid the typical fate of a pig on a farm, Wilbur teams up with his friends Charlotte the spider and Templeton the rat to save not only himself but eventually Charlotte’s legacy as well. These lessons of self-sacrifice and the value of life have enchanted children since the book was originally published by E.B. White in 1952. The novel went on to become a Newberry Award winner in 1953.
Charlotte’s Web and Five Children and It will run at the Pittsburgh Playhouse in Oakland May 8-24, 2009.  Performance are scheduled for May 8 at 7 p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.  Tickets are $7 and can be purchased by calling the or online at www.pittsburghplayhouse.com.  

Fieldtrips can be booked by calling the Pittsburgh Playhouse box office at 412-621-4445.  Fieldtrip performances for Charlotte’s Web run May 6 – 29 and for Five Children and It May 7 – 29.  Fieldtrip shows are performed Tuesdays through Fridays at 10 a.m.  Additional performances are held Wednesdays and Fridays at 12:30 p.m., with the exception of May 8.  These performances are open to school and community groups only; advanced reservations are required.
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